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of the war with Persia which compelled Turkey to keep the peace with
Russia. The march of Path Girai to Daghistan, the resulting submission
of many of the northern Caucasian tribes to Turkey, and the action with
the Russian forces in the Chechen territory were additional causes of
anxiety and tension* The situation was greatly eased as far as Russia
was concerned when Nadir decisively defeated the Turks in the great battle
in which Topal 'Osman lost his life. The Porte was thrown into the
utmost consternation on receiving the news of this battle, and the hopes
of the Marquis de Villeneuve for an early termination of the Turco-Persian
war were completely shattered ; the French Ambassador had been hoping,
once peace with Persia was concluded, to bring about the reappointment
of Topal 'Osman Pasha as Grand Vizier, and then to engage Turkey
and Russia in war.1 The Russian court was, as was natural, propor-
tionately relieved when it received the news of Nadir's great victory.2
After Nadir had visited the shrines at Kazimain, Najaf8 and Karbala,
he sent off his artillery to Isfahan via KhurramabadL Taking the desert
route via Hawiza to Shushtar, he seized and put to death the Governor
and imprisoned many of the inhabitants of the latter place because they had
aided Muhammad Khan Baluch,4 He then proceeded to Ram Hormuz ;
leaving his baggage there, he marched light towards Behbehan. Hearing
that Tahmasp Khan Jalayir and the Beglarbegi of Kuhgilu had joined
forces and were marching on Muhammad Khan Baluch, Nadir effected
a junction with these commanders at Du Gunbadan, and pressed on
towards the Shulistan defile, where the rebel leader, with 15,000 men,
was reported to be.5 When the Persian advance guard appeared,
Muhammad Khan, who had had no news of Nadir's coming, imagined
that it was merely an isolated body of troops, and hastened to attack it.
He was disillusioned when he saw the main Persian force arrive, and
heard Nadir, in his voice of thunder, issuing orders to his men.6
*Lord Kinnoull, ist/i2th December, 1733 (S.P. 97, Vol. XXVI).
8 Lord Forbes's despatch from St. Petersburg of 8th/igth December, 1733 (S.P. 91, Vol. XV).
8 Dr. D. M. Donaldson, in his work The Shi'ite Religion : A History of Islam in Persia and Ira%
(London, 1933), p. 62, states that a curious story was related to him in Najaf to the effect
that Nadir, on hearing that wine would turn into vinegar on being brought into tiie city and
that no dog would enter it, took a bottle of wine with him when approaching Najaf and also
determined to make his dog enter the city. The dog, however, resisted so strongly all
efforts to make him pass through the gate that he had to be killed, and Nadir found, after
he himself had made his entry, that his wine had, in fact, turned to vinegar* It was said that
Nadir, in consequence of these and other miracles, professed his belief in the Shi'a Imams and
became convinced of the righteousness of their claims. Needless to say, this story has no
basis in fact,
4 T.N., p. 138, Dwra-yi-Nadira, pp. 139-140, Tadhhira-y-Shushtariyya> p. 69.
8 Baron de Bode, who passed through this district in January, 1841, stated in his Travels in
Lurisran and Arabistan (London, 1845), Vol. I, p. 239, that, dose to Fahliyan, " is the Tepeh
(T#pp&), or hillock of Senjar-MrQiammed Beluj, on which the chief so named made a stand
against Nadir Shah, for which piece of temerity . . . he forfeited his head."
• Hanway, Vol. IV, p. in.

